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Platinum compounds, especially platinum halogen complexes, are sensitizers. Sensitized persons, on
re-exposure to platinum salts, will show the clinical features of a Type 1 allergy: asthma and/or rhinitis
and/or conjunctivitis and/or urticaria. A contact dermatitis may also occur. The symptoms of the allergic
reaction to platinum salts may include any of the following: itchy red eyes, watering of the eyes,
sneezing, runny nose, chest tightness, wheezing, breathlessness, cough, eczematous or urticarial
(nettle rash type) skin lesions. Exposure to platinum salts in exceedingly small amounts, even below
the level of

physico-chemical detection, will produce symptoms in sensitized persons. Continued exposure will give
symptoms of increasing severity and can eventually lead to chronic asthma. There is a risk of
anaphylactic shock occuring in sensitized persons re-encountering platinum salts. Therefore, if
sensitization has developed, further exposure to platinum compounds must not be permitted.
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Zachariah C. Holt
Global EHS Manager
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ADR: Accord européen sur le transport des marchandises dangereuses par Route (European Agreement concerning the
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road)

RID: Reglement international concernant le transport des marchandises dangereuses par chemin de fer (Regulations Concerning
the International Transport of Dangerous Goods by Rail)

IMDG: International Maritime Code for Dangerous Goods

DOT: US Department of Transportation

IATA: International Air Transport Association

IATA-DGR: Dangerous Goods Regulations by the "International Air Transport Association" (IATA)

ICAO: International Civil Aviation Organization

ICAO-TI: Technical Instructions by the "International Civil Aviation Organization" (ICAO)

CAS: Chemical Abstracts Service (division of the American Chemical Society)

HMIS: Hazardous Materials Identification System (USA)
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